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Hello, 
Here is an update on the fantastic things our students have been doing since they got back to University from September 2017 until 1 march 2018.
Last year there were only a handful of student – led community projects running and since then I have worked extremely hard in raising awareness of HUSSO and sending out lots of information on how students can start their own projects and help the community.
The response has been outstanding with a total of 132 students signing up to HUSSO volunteering which is more than I have ever had. There are 15 projects currently on the go and some are still in the training stages and have not actively volunteered yet but hopefully will be soon when their DBS forms are returned and safeguarding training has been completed. These figures are changing all the time as new students come in with their ideas and project plans are being dropped off on my desk with projects that students wish to start. Not all of them have been viable projects that would benefit the community so I have had to ask students to revisit their ideas and come back with new plans but it is so exciting how many are taking an interest. 
This year there has been such a wide range of project plans submitted and all are really interesting and helping our volunteers to gain valuable employability skills and communication skills as well as helping many different community groups and organisations. I will give you a brief description of each one and will add stats at the end of the report. 
Hope you enjoy reading the great things they are achieving!
 




PROJECTS:
Flintstones: This project gives disadvantaged children the opportunity to have fun and do things that they may not otherwise have the chance to do or be able to afford to do. Such as trips out or being able to have space to do craft activities and have time away from a stressful home life and siblings. Children are referred by the schools inclusion officer at St Andrews Primary who realises which children need it the most and helps with contacting parents. So far they have had cinema nights, games night, bowling, big fun trips, and a trip to Rebound.  The inclusion officer said she has noticed the change in children and they are so excited when its Flintstone’s night. They have had a Christmas party and all children received a present and they are planning an Easter egg hunt where all children will receive an Easter egg. The project runs Wednesday evenings 4pm – 8pm  [image: ]
Primary reading: This project works alongside St Nicholas Primary school and student volunteers go into the school and help children to read in one to one sessions which they wouldn’t normally receive from teachers. It helps the teachers and helps the students to gain experience working in a school environment as many of them wish to go on to work as teachers when they graduate. They have also bought some books for the school to let the children read to them as part of the project. The project runs Wednesday afternoons from lunchtime to 3pm . [image: C:\Users\400517\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\89BJJ6LO\DSCF7011.JPG]
Befriending: This project works alongside St Marys care home and runs fun activities for residents as well as offering one to one befriending sessions where the students chat to individual residents that may be bed bound and run bedside activities such as knitting or board games. The project lead for this has run things such as film screenings, coffee and cake mornings for residents and families, Nail care sessions, NHS dental sessions and is taking part in a trip to another care home with residents to play bowls. For Easter they have arranged for real eggs to be hatched in the care home and the residents will experience looking after baby chicks. 
[image: ]

Pet Pals: This project is to help children with autism and learning difficulties help to communicate using specially trained dogs. The project works alongside Pet Respect which has specially trained dogs and handlers and they go with the project volunteers into schools and let the children stroke the dogs and play with them. The project leader takes detailed notes each session to record whether the dogs have an impact on the children’s behaviours and communication skills. This is a new project this year and has trialled in Maybury primary school before it moves on to North Cott school where the children have more complex learning barriers.

Ground:  This project will be working alongside Yorkshire wildlife trust based in their community garden at Pearson Park and with the down to earth community garden group. The plan is to grow vegetables and encourage the community to get involved in growing vegetables with the end product being used to cook a meal for homeless people working with shelters such as Westbourne house and Dock house. The vegetables will be planted over March in the hope that this cold weather will still allow them to grow. There are some greenhouses that they can use. We have no photos for this project just yet but hopefully will have pictures of fully grown vegetables for the next report.

Appropriate adults: This project is working alongside the police and crime commissioner’s office and is mainly run by law students who wish to work within the police and various areas in that field. They are volunteering out as appropriate adults at Hull Clough Road police station and the hope is that once the project has run a full term and is running well that it will run in Grimsby as well. The project leader organises all the volunteers and runs a rota to ensure that appropriate adults will be available when a vulnerable child or adult is taken into custody. This helps the students gain valuable experience and frees up time for the police trying to source appropriate adults.
Sexpression: This project is raising awareness of sexual health amongst teenagers within secondary schools and community groups. Already have run sessions with the Humberside Youth Association but have yet to go into the secondary school. I expect that will start this month.
Open Minds: This project is running workshops for children in secondary schools helping them to understand more about mental health and wellbeing. It encourages children to think about mental health issues and recognise symptoms. It is mainly run by students from our Hull York Medical school and training and supervision is offered by a clinical supervisor from the medical school. It was run successfully last year but this year has had some slow start up issues but hopefully will be in schools by Easter. Then every two weeks from September.
 [image: ]
  [image: ]
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Friends of Joshua’s Light: Friends of Joshua’s Light is another new project that is just starting. The project leader is working alongside Joshua’s Light Foundation to help run sessions for secondary school children within schools and community groups regarding bullying and suicide from bullying. They also want to include University of Hull students in sessions of the same type as it is a problem for university students and they want to help run coffee sessions where students can come to talk about issues. The project leader ran a stall at the volunteering fair to recruit more volunteers and is now in the process of DBS checks and safeguarding training. Sessions will run every two weeks in term time.   
Every paw counts: This project is another brand new one for this year, The project will be working closely with our local RSPCA centre and helping to raise awareness of cruelty to animals and helping the shelter by volunteering with them helping with the animals and events put on by them and also working with our RAG team when then run the Animal sanctuary events in our building. There are already 11 students signed up and we have already agreed a date to visit the centre with the RSPCA manager and get them started on their project. They already have plans to help at the Easter fayre, the dog shows the motorbike show and Christmas events as well as raising awareness of the shelter by having stalls in the Union and in supermarkets. Below is a picture of one of the dogs who visited the Union as part of the Animal Sanctuary event where students get to meet the animals from the shelter. Students will volunteer on a weekly basis with a set day at the shelter and a rota for events. 
[image: \\data.adir.hull.ac.uk\home4\400\400517\Desktop\29026099_1578397512196973_1871427180555141120_n.jpg]
Danger Free zone: This projects leader had experienced being part of a safeguarding group in primary school in Doncaster and she went on to be the chair of the junior safeguarding group and wanted to start something here with children running the group and participating in activities within school and liaising with other safeguarding groups in other schools to develop posters and sessions to teach fellow classmates how to stay safe. It is currently in the process of pairing up with schools and DBS checks etc. and the leader hopes to put together a package with the Hull safeguarding board to offer to schools. The sessions will be facilitated by student volunteers in the classroom on a weekly basis.    
Tiny Hands Big Opportunities: This project will work with Thorpe Park Primary school and will run very similar to the Flintstones project on an evening from 3-30pm – 6pm but children will be 4 to 5 years old and they will tailor trips to suit the younger children. Currently Flintstones starts from age 5 and up only. It is currently processing DBS checks and safeguarding training.  
Secondary school music support : This project has not started yet but will consist of Music students helping in schools with music lessons and developing secondary students skills in particular instruments. It is also in the process of DBS checks and safeguarding training and hopefully will be running by Easter. 
Beach Clean Up: This project will be based around looking after beaches in the area such as Spurn Point and Flam borough Head. This is a very new project and to start it off and recruit more volunteers the project leader is planning a community action day to take roughly 10 or more volunteers down to clean waste off beaches such as plastics and metals. They are currently in talks with Spurn Points lead at Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and the Coastguards and will choose the best possible date and make arrangements with the council to collect waste that they collect. Hopefully we will have some great pictures for the next report. Then the project will continue fortnightly with varying numbers of volunteers at various pre- arranged spots. 
 Greenspace: This project has not begun as yet but will work on promoting building bird houses, bat boxes and hedgehog homes with the help of the community gardens and Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. 

I hope you have enjoyed reading about the great things students are already doing and the things they are working on at the moment. Most of this wouldn’t be possible without your funding and support and we are all extremely thankful for that. Below are some interesting stats from our volunteers

If you have any questions or want to find out more please give me a ring or pop in at any time.
Thanks
Angie Drinkall 
a.drinkall@hull.ac.uk 
Community volunteering coordinator 
Hull University Student Union
Student Central
Cottingham Road
Hull HU6 7RX
01482 466295





Rundown of HUSSO volunteering hours. October 2017 to March 2018.

FLINTSTONES:  
· OCT – DEC 208
· JAN – MAR 100
· MAR-JUNE 220        based on 5 volunteers = 4 hours per week not covering Easter break 
BEFRIENDING:
· OCT – DEC 15
· JAN – MAR 50
· MAR-JUNE 100       based on 10 volunteers 2 hours per week not covering Easter break
PRIMARY READING:
· OCT- DEC 150
· JAN – MAR 80
· MAR-JUNE 200        based on 10 volunteers = 2 hours per week
PET PALS:
· OCT – DEC 8
· JAN – MAR 10
· MAR – JUNE 80                    based on 4 volunteers = 2 hours per week
APPROPRIATE ADULTS:
· OCT – DEC 0
· JAN – MAR 10 TRAINING
· MAR – JUNE 100                   based on 10 volunteers = 1 hour per week
SEXPRESSION:
· OCT – DEC 30 TRAINING
· JAN – MAR 12
· MAR – JUNE 100                  based on 10 students = 1 hour per week
GROUND:
· OCT – DEC 0
· JAN – MAR 6
· MAR – JUNE 80                   based on 4 volunteers = 2 hours per week
FRIENDS OF JOSHUAS LIGHT:
· OCT – DEC 0
· JAN – MAR 6
· MAR – JUNE 80                  based on 4 volunteers = 2 hours per week
OPEN MINDS:
· OCT-DEC 0
· JAN – MAR 0
· MAR – JUNE 100                based on 10 volunteers = 1 hour per week
EVERY PAW COUNTS:
· OCT – DEC 0
· JAN – MAR 0
· MAR – JUNE 220               based on 11 volunteers = 2 hours per week
BEACH CLEAN UP:
· OCT – DEC 0
· JAN – MAR 0
· MAR – JUNE 50              based on one big clean event x5 hours x10 volunteers.
TINY HANDS BIG OPPORTUNITY:
· NO HOURS NEW PROJECT. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]SECONDARY SCHOOLS MUSIC SUPPORT :
· NO HOURS NEW OPPORTUNITY
PATHWAY PLUS:
· NO HOURS NEW OPPORTUNITY
GREEN SPACE:
· NO HOURS WORKED AS YET



On Behalf of the volunteers and the community that benefits from HUSSO projects Thank you!
 HUSSO VOLUNTEERING OCT 17 TO MARCH 2018

FLINTSTONES	OCT-DEC	JAN-MARCH	ESTIMATED MARCH - JUNE	208	100	220	PRIMARY READING	OCT-DEC	JAN-MARCH	ESTIMATED MARCH - JUNE	150	80	200	BEFRIENDING	OCT-DEC	JAN-MARCH	ESTIMATED MARCH - JUNE	15	50	100	PET PALS	OCT-DEC	JAN-MARCH	ESTIMATED MARCH - JUNE	8	10	80	APPROPRIATE ADULT	OCT-DEC	JAN-MARCH	ESTIMATED MARCH - JUNE	0	10	100	SEXPRESSION	OCT-DEC	JAN-MARCH	ESTIMATED MARCH - JUNE	30	12	100	GROUND	OCT-DEC	JAN-MARCH	ESTIMATED MARCH - JUNE	0	3	80	F/J/L	OCT-DEC	JAN-MARCH	ESTIMATED MARCH - JUNE	0	6	80	OPEN MINDS	OCT-DEC	JAN-MARCH	ESTIMATED MARCH - JUNE	0	0	100	every paw counts	OCT-DEC	JAN-MARCH	ESTIMATED MARCH - JUNE	0	0	220	beach clean project	OCT-DEC	JAN-MARCH	ESTIMATED MARCH - JUNE	0	0	50	



volunteering hours october 2017 - march 2018

volunteering hours	rag 	links	Husso to march 2018	estimated husso hours from march to june including new projects	2172	1400	468	1330	
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