Hull University Students’ Union safeguarding and

child protection policy

All Child Protection policies should be read in conjunction with the
Hull Safeguarding Children Partnership Procedures and Practice
Guidance http://hullscb.proceduresonline.com/

Hull University Students’ Union has a responsibility to protect and
safeguard the welfare of children and young people they come into
contact with. The need for guidelines and procedures is important to

ensure that this is done with understanding and clarity.

The person with lead responsibility for safeguarding within the
organisation is:

Gina Rayment Advice Centre Manager g.rayment@hull.ac.uk

Angie Drinkall Volunteer Coordinator a.drinkall@hull.ac.uk

The lead for safeguarding has completed additional training to fulfil
this role (list training including dates)
9 Safeguarding Children - A Shared Responsibility - Awareness,
Recognition & Responses - date
Safeguarding Thresholds Training - date
Safeguarding Children - A Shared Responsibility - Working
Together Effectively - Processes, Principles and Dilemmas - date
All staff and volunteers should be made aware of this policy, and be able
to demonstrate an understanding of their responsibilities for
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, including how to
respond to any safeguarding or child protection concerns and how to
make a referral to local authority children's social care or the police if
necessary. This policy is published on our website

www.Hulluniunion.com. All Staff and volunteers who will work with

children under 18 years will be made aware of the policy during their

induction and training.
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LEGISLATION AND STATUTORY GUIDANCE

Section 11 of the Children Act 2004 places duties on a range of
organisations, agencies and individuals to ensure their functions, and any
services they contract out to others, are discharged having regard to the
need to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.

Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018 HM Government is the

statutory guidance which underpins the legal requirement.

Contents
1. Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children
Children
Young Carers

2.
3.
4. Targeted Early Help
5. Child Protection

5.

a. Children who are registered students at the University of Hull

6. Definitions of harm
1 Abuse
9 Physical abuse
1 Emotional abuse
1 Sexual abuse
9 Neglect
9 Other specific sources of harm
Recognition of harm
8. Acting on concerns
9 Seeking Medical Attention
9 Managing a disclosure
9. Referring concerns about a child
I Consent

9 Preparing to Discuss Concerns about a Child with Children's

Social Care
9 Questions Children's Social Care may ask at Initial Contact HULL
Page 2 of 22 UNIVERSITY
Reviewed June 2020 next review June 2021 STUDENTS’

UNION



1 Early Help and Safeguarding Hub (EHaSH) Contact and Referral
Form

1 Expectation of feedback

10. Allegations against staff members / volunteers

11. Recruitment and selection

12. Contacts
1 Hull
9 East Riding of Yorkshire

Appendix 1 - Seven Golden rules of information sharing

Appendix 2 - Consideration when contacting another agency

1. Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children
The statutory guidance Working Together to safeguard children 2018
describes safeguarding as:
9 protecting children from maltreatment;
1 preventing impairment of children's health or development;
9 ensuring that children are growing up in circumstances
consistent with the provision of safe and effective care; and

9 taking action to enable all children to have the best life chances.

2. Children

Anyone who has not yet reached their 18th birthday. The fact that a child
has reached 16 years of age, is living independently or is in further
education, is a member of the armed forces, is in hospital or in custody
in the secure estate, does not change their status or entitlements to

services or protection.

3. Young carers

Children and young people under 18 who provide or intend to provide
care assistance or support to another family member are called young
carers. They carry out on a regular basis, significant or substantial caring
tasks and assume a level of responsibility, which would usually be

associated with an adult. The person receiving care is often a parent but
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can also be a sibling, grandparent or other relative who is disabled, has
some chronic illness, mental health problem or other condition
connected with a need for care support or supervision. Young carers can
be particularly vulnerable and, under the Children and Families Act
(2014) are entitled to an assessment of their own needs by the local

authority.

4. Targeted Early Help

Children and their families will require different levels and types of
support from agencies at different points in their lives. All children
require access to high-quality universal services (such as schools, health
visitors, school nurses and early years education), but some will also
benefit from extra support to address their assessed needs. In Hull this

support is called Targeted Early Help.

“Providing early help is more effective in promoting the welfare of
children than reacting later. Early help means providing support as soon
as a problem emerges, at any point in a child’s life, from the foundation
years through to the teenage years” (Working Together to Safeguard
Children 2018).

From the perspective of a child, it is clearly best to receive help before

they have any, or have only minor, adverse experiences.

In Hull, the Early Help and Safeguarding Hub (EHaSH) and Locality Early
Help hubs offer a range of support for practitioners who need advice,
guidance or advice with decision making when working with children

and families who require additional support.

All staff and volunteers should understand the importance of intervening
early, before any problems become entrenched, and know how to access
additional support for children, young people and families through the

Locality Early Help Hubs.
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The consent of parents / carers (and children depending on their age and
understanding) should always be sought before making a request for a

service for Targeted Early Help.

If at any time the concerns about the child become more serious, they
should be referred to Children’s Social Care Early Help and Safeguarding
Hub (EHasH) (See Section 7)

5. Child Protection

Part of safeguarding and promoting welfare, this refers to the activity
that is undertaken to protect specific children who are suffering, or are
likely to suffer, significant harm.

5.a Children who are registered students at the University of Hull

Anyone who has not yet reached their 18th birthday is defined as a child.
The fact that a child has reached 16 years of age, is living independently
or is in further or higher education, is a member of the armed forces, is
in hospital orin custody in the secure estate, does not change their status
or entitlements to services or protection.

We are aware that a number of University of Hull students are legally
classified as children and we have put in place specific measures to
ensure the safeguarding of the individuals. These individuals may not:

1 join HUSU clubs and societies

9 participate in Giveita Go (CGIAG) events (unless specifically created
for under 18's or part of a Family GIAG event.)
undertake volunteering roles through HUSSO
access any of our licenced establishments for the purpose of
purchasing alcohol, and may only access our licenced
establishments in accordance with licencing law.

1
1

6. Definitions of harm

Abuse

A form of maltreatment of a child. Somebody may abuse or neglect a
child by inflicting harm, or by failing to act to prevent harm. Children may
be abused in a family or in an institutional or community setting by those

known to them or, more rarely, by others. Abuse can take place wholly
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online, or technology may be used to facilitate offline abuse. Children

may be abused by an adult or adults, or another child or children.

Physical abuse

A form of abuse which may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning,
burning or scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise causing physical
harm to a child. Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or
carer fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness in a
child.

Emotional abuse

The persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to cause severe
and persistent adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. It
may involve conveying to a child that they are worthless or unloved,
inadequate, or valued only insofar as they meet the needs of another
person. It may include not giving the child opportunities to express their
views, deliberately silencing them or ‘making fun’ of what they say or how
they communicate. It may feature age or developmentally inappropriate
expectations being imposed on children. These may include interactions
that are beyond a child's developmental capability, as well as
overprotection and limitation of exploration and learning, or preventing
the child participating in normal social interaction. It may involve seeing
or hearing the ill-treatment of another. It may involve serious bullying
(including online bullying), causing children frequently to feel frightened
or in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of children. Some level of
emotional abuse is involved in all types of maltreatment of a child,

though it may occur alone.

Sexual abuse

Involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual
activities, not necessarily involving a high level of violence, whether or not
the child is aware of what is happening. The activities may involve

physical contact, including assault by penetration (for example, rape or
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oral sex) or non-penetrative acts such as masturbation, kissing, rubbing
and touching outside of clothing. They may also include non-contact

activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the production of,
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